
 

Welcome to 

 We are so happy to welcome everyone to Derek Taylor!    We are 

anticipating a fantastic year of learning! Our staff is looking forward to 

getting to know your children and you.  To begin this process,  each 

member of our staff has written a brief introduction for you. As a smaller 

school this year, we are hoping to establish a close knit community of 

learners.  

 The Derek Taylor Classroom Connection Newsletter will be sent 

home each month. It will be filled with information and pictures about the 

learning in all of our classrooms. Our goal is to keep you informed and 

connected with all of the wonderful lessons and activities which will     

occur here each day! 

Looking forward to meeting you! 

Mrs. Janice Barrett, Vice Principal 
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Principal’s Pipeline 

Hello and Welcome Back From Summer! 

 

My name is Shelly Bracko and I thrilled to be joining 

the Derek Taylor community as your new principal.  I 

look forward to getting to know each of you and your 

children in the year to come.  Derek Taylor has had 

some changes and we are now a much smaller com-

munity with approximately 400 students, no porta-

bles and some wonderful new staff.  You will soon 

discover that I am very much a believer in the power 

of collaboration.  Whether between home and school, 

teacher to teacher or parent to parent, we all work 

better, accomplish more and feel more effective 

when we set our sights on reaching our goals togeth-

er.  I want to maintain an open door policy and take 

the time to listen and work together to problem 

solve.  I take my role very seriously and I want our 

school to be a place where every student and staff 

feel valued, safe and welcomed.  We forge positive 

relationships, celebrate our achievements and create 

a learning environment where everyone thrives. 

 

Derek Taylor is a place where exceptional teaching 

and learning is the norm and I am truly honored to 

be the new principal.  I look forward to seeing you 

September 1st! 

 

Shelly Bracko 

Derek Taylor Principal 

 You can look forward to 
reading the Principal’s 
Pipeline at the beginning 
of each month.  



Meet the Derek Taylor Staff 

                Ms. Murphy  
I am an Educational Assistant in preschool this 
year which is a grade I haven't been with for a 
few years so I'm thrilled to meet the little ones:) I 
am a single mom raising 2 daughters. One is in 
grade 3 and she is 8 years old,  and the other is in 
grade 4 and she is 9 years old. We have 2 Sia-
mese cats Elvis & Tosh,  and one dwarf bunny 
who's name is Pesky. My favourite season is the 
fall. I love going to the cabin, kayaking, and go-
ing to music festivals. The best thing in life are 
hugs!  I'm very excited to meet all the staff and 
students & parents @ Derek Taylor! :)  

Mrs. Hurley 
I am  the Learning Support Teacher. 
It is my first year teaching at Derek 
Taylor and I am super excited. At 
home I have two boys ages 6 and 4.  
I love going for bike rides and ex-
ploring different trails around Grande 
Prairie with them.  I am looking for-
ward to meeting you all and getting 
to know each of you.  

Mrs. Chateau 
My name is Rhonda Chateau and I 
will be back at Derek Taylor as your 
Speech and Language Pathologist's 
Assistant (SLPA). I have worked at 
DT since its opening and am looking 
forward to seeing everyone again.   Miss Moen 

 I am an admin assistant in the 
office. 

 I play soccer and volleyball. 

 I enjoy hiking and being out-
doors. 

 Recently moved here from BC 

 Excited to start the school year 
here at Derek Taylor. Ms. Davies 

I am teaching grade 5 
this year and I am very 
excited to be located in 
the main building.  At 
home we have a very 
busy house with three 
boys aged 14, 8 and 
6.  I look forward to 
meeting you this year. 

Mrs. Tanya 
I am a EA and I will be teaching in Pre-
school. I enjoy skiing, reading & travel-
ling! And I'm looking forward to working 
at Derek Taylor School. 



Miss Jodie  
My name is Miss Jodie and this is my fourth year as a Pre-
school EA. I have two daughters one in Grade 12 and one in 
Grade 9. My favourite things to do with the students are play-
ing games, singing songs, and working on speech goals! I look 

forward to all the adventures to come in 
this new school year and getting to know 
all of you!  

Mrs. Penner 
I will be teaching grade 6-8 Orchestra 
and grade 5 classroom music. I have 
two children, my daughter Kathe-
rine and my son Liam. I enjoy photog-
raphy, crochet, reading and of course 
making music! I am looking forward 
to a fantastic year with all the staff 
and students at Derek Taylor. 

Ms. Deditch 
I teach third grade and I am very excited to be 
starting a new school year!  I have two sons who 
also attend DTPS.  When I'm not in school I like 
to jog, play basketball and read.  

Mr. Funk 
I have been here since the school opened in 2007 and this is my 
10th year as Vice Principal at DTPS.   In that time as VP I have 
taught grade 9 Math/Science, Environmental Ed, PE 1, 2, 7, 8, Vis-
ual Media.  This year I in addition to my Vice Principal duties I 
will be teaching Grade 8 Math/Science and Construction Design 
Technology. I am excited this year to have all of our students back 
in the main building as this has not been the case since our first 
year. Welcome to our new staff and welcome back to our returning 
staff. 

Mrs. Larsback  
Hi. I am an EA at Derek Taylor School. This is 
my 17th year as an EA and my 5th year at 
DTPS.  I love my work with the students of 
this school. At home, I live with my husband, 
Marvin and my son, Clay. I am looking for-
ward to meeting all the new students and to see-
ing again the ones that are re-

Miss Pam  
I will be an EA in the preschool classroom 
this year. This is my first time in a preschool 
classroom but I love being with the little ones 
so I know I will enjoy it immensely.  At home 
I love doing puzzles and reading. I have two 
daughters in grade 5 and grade 4, and one son 
in grade 2. We also have one big shaggy dog. 

Ms. McMullen ("Ms. M") 

·   I am thrilled to be teaching kinder-
garten as part of the Derek Taylor 
family again this year. KG is a such a 
magical year filled 
with learning, discovery and confi-
dence building! 

·       I am also excited 
to provide learning support and to 
continue working with some of our 
English Language Learners. 

·         I have a dog name Poe who is 
filled with energy, silliness and of 
course, love (i.e., licks!!!). I am al-
so currently fostering another dog 
named Quatro, and I hope to make 
him a permanent part of our family 
very soon. 

·      I love gardening, hiking, camp-
ing and travelling to new countries.  

·      We love having guests 
and visitors in Room 204, so please 
feel free to pop in and say hello any-
time :) 

Ms. Joanna Armstrong 
After a year teaching third grade, I am 
returning to teach second grade again 
this year.  Second grade has some excit-
ing hands on Science units where we 
explore Boats and Buoyancy and Mag-
nets.  One of the activities that I look 
forward to is designing and making ad-
ventures with our Flat Stanley  charac-
ters.  My home is a busy place with my 
three kids and three dogs.  We enjoy 
traveling, reading, and cooking.  

Mrs. Noskey 
Hi, my name is Vanessa Noskey and I am so excited to be teaching grade 1 
again this year! I began my teaching career with the Grande Prairie Public 
School District teaching grade 1 in 2007 when Derek Taylor's doors opened 
and I have never left grade 1!  I am married with 2 beautiful girls Emery-4 and 
Calla-6. I love reading, playing with my kids, biking, swimming, travelling, 
and visiting with my friends and family! What I love most about Derek Taylor 
is who I share it with! We have an amazing staff and an incredible group of 
students! I am thrilled to begin the new school year!!  

"Be the reason someone smiles today!" 

Miss Beaudoin 
My name is Trendell Beaudoin and I am so excited to be joining the 
Derek Taylor team.  I have taught for nine years in inclusive educa-
tion and the best part of my summer 
was my family BBQ’s!  I look for-

Miss Standish 

 I will be teaching grade 
four.  This is my 6th 
year at DTPS. 

 I have one cat. 

 Favourite subjects: 
Math, writing and So-
cial Studies. 

 I love to spend my 
time outdoors camp-
ing, fishing, quadding, 
hiking, and fishing. 

Mrs. O 
Hi, my name is Teresa Olichny and 
I have been with the district for 19 
years.  I was at Montrose for the 
past seven years and am excited for 
new beginnings here at Derek Tay-
lor.  I have two beautiful daughters, 
one that was just married this sum-
mer in the Mayan Riviera which 
was very exciting.  My other 
daughter is in year five at  U of C 
taking her PhD in Psychology.  I 
enjoy hiking with my husband and 
my dog Otis, as well as  going to 
the gym in the early mornings.  I 
am looking forward to a great 
school year and meeting all the 
students. 



Ms. Johnston  
I will be teaching grades 5 through 8 this year, 
my favorite subjects include Language Arts and 
Art. I can often be found in my garden, and love 
cooking with what I've harvested. Otherwise you 
might find me at a Zumba class, or curled up 
with a book if I'm not busily working on my 
Masters. I am really looking forward to the 
year! 

Mr. Malito 
Hello! My name is Skylar Malito MC, 
RPsych and I am a district counsellor.  I 
specialize in helping students overcome 
anxieties that get in the way of their 
success at school. If I can be of assis-
tance, please contact me. Please also 
stay tuned to my monthly counselling 
corners, which will be published in the 
school newsletter every month that offer 
tips on what we adults can do to pro-
mote the healthy development of our 
kids.   

Mrs. Pimm 
Hi I am Michelle Pimm  I am a education 
assistant I will be in Derek Taylor pre-
school 2 with Amy Briggs I have been 
with the school district for 4 years working 
in early childhood development, I love 
what I do, I love watching all the children 
learn the skills that they will carry forward 
through out their educational years.  

Mr. Kijek, Grade 6 
Ideally I would like to attempt to approach the  presence, wisdom, and 
confidence of Albus Dumbledore, the headmaster at Hogwarts  (Harry 
Potter).  Realistically, however, I will find reward  in making a positive 
difference to students I teach.  
  
In my non fictional life I have (we have) not 3, but 4 dogs.   
  
 We have a son who is a musician in Edmonton, another son who is in the 
oil business, and a daughter who has blessed us with a grand-daughter.  
  
For something completely different, I like to be involved in community 
theatre.   



Mrs. Hopkins 
I am excited to be teaching grade one. 
I love to read and spend time with my 
family. I have three children and two 
dogs. I am looking forward to the chang-
es at Derek Taylor this year and the great 

students and staff.  

Miss Briggs 
I'll be teaching Preschool 2! I 
have a bunny named Sheldon 
and a cat named Oliver - they are 
my fur babies! I'm originally 
from Ontario but have lived in 
Grande Prairie for over 4 years. I 
love crafting and creating during 
centre time! I'm new to Derek Tay-
lor and so excited for the new 
school year to start! 

Mrs. Brown 

 I am educational assistant at DTPS this 
year. I love my job! 

 I have  8 children and 7 grandchildren.  

 I have an acreage which my family likes to go 
quadding on.  

 I also enjoy quilting, camping and helping those 
around me.  

 Looking forward to an exciting year at DTPS.  
Mr. Webb 

My name is Clinton Webb.  I 
have been teaching for 12 years.  
This year I will be teaching Dra-
ma, Social Studies and Language 
Arts.  I am married and have 
three children.  I am also an Ac-
tor and a Fight Choreographer 
for stage and film!    

Mrs. Puls  
I will be teaching grade 7 and 
8 Math, Science and French 
this year.  I have a  son in 
grade two at Ecole Montrose 
and a son in pre-school at 
Derek Taylor.   I am very ex-
cited to be teaching French 
once again after an 8 year hia-
tus.  I have a dog and a two 
cats and I enjoy spending time 
with my family outdoors.   

Mrs. Webster 
Hi my name is Mrs. Webster.  I am your 
librarian. I can’t wait for you to come to 
the library and enjoy a book! I have two 
sons, one in grade 10 and one in grade 
12.  I enjoy the outdoors, reading and 
doing things with my family. 

Miss Putt 
I will be teaching choir in 
grades 6—8. I studied opera 
in school. I am from New-
foundland.  



PERSONAL DIGITAL DEVICE POLICY 
 

The school is not responsible for any damaged, lost or stolen personal 
digital devices. 
 

Pre-K - Grade Six 

Students are not permitted cell phone use at the following times.  If 
they have a cell phone they need to be turned off from 8:25 am – 
3:00 pm.  
 

Grades Seven and Eight 
Cell Phones, iPods, iPads, notebooks, netbooks, and tablets  

 Turned off and put away during class time unless the device is 
being used for educational purposes with the approval of the 
supervising teacher.  Listening to music on a personal device is 
not an educational purpose.   

 Can be used during the morning before the warning bell at 
8:20 

 Can be used during lunch recess, but not while they are eating.  
 There is no device use during transition periods between clas-

ses 
 If a student is with a teacher before the warning bell and dur-

ing lunch for educational purposes the teacher may require the 
device to be stored away.   

 
Parents can support this policy by waiting till the end of the day to  
contact their children or leaving messages with the office. 
 

Cameras (Pre-K - Grade 8) 

NOT FOR USE IN THE SCHOOL OR ON SCHOOL GROUNDS, 
DURING SCHOOL HOURS, UNLESS USED FOR A COURSE 
ACTIVITY WITH TEACHER APPROVAL  

- This include cameras on other personal electronic devices. 



Derek Taylor Staff List 
Principal—Mrs. Shelly Bracko 

Vice Principal—Mr. Bryan Funk 

Vice Principal—Mrs. Janice Barrett  

Admin. Assistant—Mrs. Nikki Rodacker 

Admin. Assistant—Miss Karen Moen 

Preschool Teacher—Miss Amy Briggs 

Preschool Teacher—Mrs. Rhonda Radench 

Preschool E.A.—Miss Jodie Scaley 

Preschool E.A.—Miss Pam Mestinsek 

Preschool E.A.—Ms. Gemma Nobel 

Preschool E.A.—Ms. Shauna Murphy 

Preschool E.A.—Mrs. Tanya Dyck 

Preschool E.A.—Mrs. Michelle Pimm 

Preschool E.A.—Ms. Jennifer Hensen 

Preschool E.A.—Ms. Bev Vanderkooy 

Kindergarten Teacher—Ms. Jamie McMullen 

Kindergarten E.A.—Ms. Heather Resch 

Grade One Teacher—Mrs. Donna Hopkins 

Grade One Teacher—Mrs. Vanessa Noskey 

Grade Two Teacher— Mr. Brian Mayea  

Grade Two Teacher— Ms. Joanna Armstrong  

Grade Three Teacher—Ms. Dallas Deditch 

Grade Three Teacher—Ms. Judy Lowen 

Grade Four Teacher—Miss Joleen Standish 

Grade Four/Five Teacher—Mr. Liam McCracken 

Grade Five Teacher—Ms. Grace Davies 

Grade Six Teacher— Mr. Ben Kijek  

Grade Seven/Eight Teacher—Mr. Clint Webb  

Grade Seven/Eight Teacher—Mrs. Chantal Puls  

Gym/FSL—Miss Danielle Anthony 

Literacy—Mrs. Lori Trofanenko 

ISC Teacher—Miss Trendell Beaudoin 

ISC-J Teacher—Ms. Kelsey Johnston 

ISC E.A.—Mrs. Teresa Olichny 

ISC E.A.—Ms. Katie O’Brien 

ISC E.A.—Ms. Doreen Fontaine 

ISC E.A.—Ms. Ami Anderson 

Learning Support Teacher—Heather Hurley 

Library—Mrs. Tammy Webster 

Inclusive E.A.—Mrs. Mandi Plant 

Inclusive E.A.—Mrs. Laurie Larsback 

Inclusive E.A.—Mrs. Laura Brown 

Orchestra—Mrs. Heather Penner 

Band—Mr. Chris Gallagher 

Choir—Miss Genna Putt 

Speech Assistant—Mrs. Rhonda Chateau 

District Counsellor—Mr. Skylar Malito 

Caretaker—Bernardo Bautista 

Caretaker—Omega Jaramilla 

 



DEREK TAYLOR PUBLIC  SCHOOL  

Important Information  

What Door Should We 
Come In? 

 
Boot room doors will be indicated 
with signs.  
 
Kindergarten, ISC: Main Door  
 
Grades 1, 2: East Door  (small 
boot room) 
 
Grades 3, 4, 5 and Pre-school: 
Southeast Door (large boot room) 
 
Grades 6, 7, 8: West Door  (by 
garage) 

First Day 
On September 1rst, the doors will open at 8:00 am. Class lists will be 
posted at each of the entry ways.   
 
Room Assignments 
 Kindergarten, ISC will be in classroom across of the office. 
 Pre-school, grades one and two are in the lower level. 
 Grades three, four, five and ISC-B are upstairs in the wing to the 

right of the library. 
 Grades six, seven, eight and ISC-J are in the wing to the left of the 

library.  
 
Before School Supervision 
There will be supervision on the playground and tarmac each morning 
from 8:05 to 8:15 am. School doors will open at 8:15 am.  
 
Picture Days 
Our picture days this year will be on Tuesday, October 11th and 
Wednesday, October 12th.  
 
School Fees 
This year school fees can be paid at the office or online.  
  
 Pre-school    Please contact the office 
 Kindergarten  $55.00 
 Grades 1 - 4   $70.00 
 Grades 5 - 8  $80.00 
 
Newsletters 
As outlined in this newsletter, each month we are planning to send 
home the Principal’s Pipeline at the beginning of the month and the 
Classroom Connection at the end of each month. Please sign up on our 
website ( www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/derektaylor ) to ensure you receive 
your copies.  On our home page near the bottom you will see the fol-
lowing spot to enter your email:  



DEREK TAYLOR PUBLIC  SCHOOL  

 

The Dino-Bytes Canteen will be opening on 
Tuesday, September 6th. Cheques this year 
will need to be made out to Trisha Duby.  

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 
Introduction to PATHS 

 
 
 

Parents…have you ever heard of the 
PATHS program?  PATHS stands for 

Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies, and is an 
award winning program aimed at helping schools teach 
social-emotional skills throughout the day- skills that 
will help children at any age; such as friendship skills, 
how to deal with strong emotions, and make good deci-
sions.  Research studies clearly show the benefits that 
this type of learning has on children’s academic perfor-
mance, ability to succeed with goals and get along with 
others.  Our school is excited to be teaching PATHS in 
our school this year, starting with kindergarten, grade 
one and two.  Throughout the year, we will be sharing 
with you aspects of the program that your children are 
learning through PATHS in the classroom.   

Wanted: SCIENCE CONTAINERS 
  
Please, don't throw out those empty deli con-
tainers! The grade three classes are in need of 
see-through containers with lids, the 
type commonly used at a supermarket 
deli.  Any size will do!  Please wash thoroughly 
and hand in to your child's homeroom teacher 
by Friday, September 23rd.  Thank you for 
your support! 
  
Ms. Deditch 
Ms. Lowen 
Grade Three Teachers 


